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Executive Summary

This Historic Properties Identificati¢APl)Report wagprepared to document historic propertiesithin
the Area of Potential Effects (APE), in accordance with the Section 106 pfocéss Federal
undertakingsby the National Park Service (N@BJithe Federal Highway Administration (FHV&4&)
described in Section 1.Gederalindertakingsanust comply with applicable Federalquirements
including but not limited tothe National Environmental Policy Act (NERA#J Section 106 of the
National Histoic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966.

The project undertakings will occur within and adjacent to Jackson Park and the eastern end of the
Midway Plaisance in Chicago, lllinois. Areas of Potential Effects (APEs) were delineated to include any
direct or indiect impacts to historic properties that may occur as a result ofederalundertakings.

The term "historic property" is defined in the NHPA‘as: "any prehistoric or historic district, site, building,
structure, or object included in, or eligible for inslon on the National Registef Historic Places

(NRHPY) such term includes artifacts, records, and remains which are related to such district, site,
building, structure, or objecfThe APE for Historic Architecture/Landscape res@uaefines the

bounday within which resources arevaluatedfor eligibility. An APE for Archaeological resources was
identified and is discussed in separate documentation.

Thepreparation and review of this HPI is a component of $laetion. 106 procesghichoutlines
opportunities for the public-an@onsultingParties to provide inputldentified and interested groups

were invited to be Consulting Parties for the project. On December 1, 2017, a Consulting Pamtf Kick
Meeting was held to discuss the Section 106 pas; the Aresof Potential Effects (ABE and a
preliminary summary of historic features within Jackson Park and the Midway Plaisance. Since that
meeting, over. 60 community organizations and interest groups have accepted the invitation to serve as
consuting parties. The Consulting Parties were asked to provide input on APE boundariegartdnt
resourcesvithin the APE The historic features and themes listed below were submitted in response to
the request for input. Each item is addressethin this report according to the referenced section.
Bolditems are those that have been added. to the preliminary list of featafes further evaluation.
Nonbold items were either already includeal the preliminary listdo not qualify as aontributing

historic resourceunder NP$uidelines no longer exist as an actual structure, or more detailed
information is needed from consulting parties in order to consi@edicated with an *) Some norbold
items, such as trees and roadwayé|l be addressed holigally through the cultural landscaand
circulationanalysis.

South Shore Cultural CenteSection2.1.3

First auto race in the USA monumen®ection2.2.1.3

South Park SystemSection2.1.1.3

La Rabida Monastery Hilhd promenadeg Section2.1.1.18

1893 historic promenade walt Section2.1.1.18

Structures associated with the historic neighborhood organizations of Woodlawn, Washington
Park, Bronzeville and South ShbreSection2.2.2.5and Sectior2.2.3.5

=A =4 =4 =4 -8 4
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9 Structures associated with tHE22-year history of the National Association of Colored Women

Clubs (NACWC) and its historic memhg&ection2.2.2.3

Paul Douglas Nature Sanctuany Wooded Island Section2.1.1.22

Haiti PaviliorandCNB RS NA O]l 52 dz3f a4 Q LI NOIAOALICGAZ2Y Ay [ 2
Section2.2.1.3

Nike missile site Section2.1.1.21and Sectior?.1.1.22

Cornell and Hayes DrivesSection2.1.1.22and Sectior2.1.2.2.1

Museum Shores Yacht Clglsection2.1.1.22

67" Sreet promenadeg Section2.1.1.11

Significant treeg, Section2.1.2.2.3

= =

= =4 =4 4 A

Comments were also received emphasizing the significance of views, historic roadways, circulation and
flryRaOFLIS a KAAG2NRO St SySyida dzyiz2 (GKSvyaStg@gSaz S
location within the park. These elements aso discussed within this repoA.comprehensive list of

contributing resources to Jackson Park and the Midway Plaisance is discussed in(eutidetailed

in AppendixB.

Requests were also made for modifications to the Historic Architecture/Landscap@&#d3E.requests

were considered and evaluated based on three criteria: consideration of the development history that
could be linked to Jackson Park, the likelihood of direct impacts as a result of potential construction, and
the likelihood of indirect visalimpact as a result of the construction of the OPC ToBelditems
indicateadditional areas added to thereliminary. Historic Architecture/Landscape A®ter further

evaluation

Consider including Jackson Park Highlands and/or entire South Shanbarbigod
Consider adding the entire South Shore Parks System
Consider including the entire Midway Plaisance
Consider expansion to the following to include a larger number of South side cultural institutions
and landmarks:
o North-South: 47th to 79th an&outh Chicago to 87
0 EastWest: Beaches and Lake Shore Drive to the Dan Ryan
1 Remove Promontory Paoint

=A =4 =4 =

The Historic Architecture/Landscape AP&issussed in Sectidhl1land shown on the exhibits in
AppendixA.

The recommendations of eligible historic oesces for the NRHiRcluded within this report are

currently under the review of th8 HPQOConsulting Parties and the public for a@y review period.

The NPS and FHWA, in consultation with SHPO, will make the final determinations of eligibility of
resources for inclusioim the NRHP. All consultation will be included in the final FiRé. inbrmation

provided in this report is intended to set a baseline for future historic research that may or may not lead
to updated or new NRHP nominations.

Draft Historic Properties Identification ii March 14 2018
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As the next step in the Section 106 processtdnic properties (properties thaire eligible for lising in

the NRHPill be evaluated to determine any direar indirect dfects that may resulfrom the FHWA

and NPSindertakings. ects willbe documented in Eects Assessment repatone for the FHWA
undertaking and one for the NPS undertaki@gpnsdering input from Consulting Party and public
review, the FHWA and NPS, in consultation with SHPO, will make determinations of effects findings.
If adverse effects are determined, the Section 106 process will continue to resolve adverse Efiteets.

information on the Section 106 process and these Federal reviews can be accessed online at:
www.tinyURL.com/JPimprovements

Draft Historic Properties Identification iii March 14 2018


http://www.tinyurl.com/JPimprovements

Federal Undertakings In and Adjacent to Jackson P.

1.0 Introduction and Description of Undertaking

The City of Chicago is currently engaged in the planning necessary to welcome the Obama Presidential
Center to Jackson Park and the surrounding community. The City is also planmiggsctaroadways

within Jackson Park. Certain changes proposed by the City only require local approval as there is no
federal approval authority associated with those actions. Specifically, the decision to locate the Obama
Presidential Center in JacksonrlRaroad closures in Jackson Park, and other changes in Jackson Park
identified in the South Lakeshore Framework Plan (e.g., changes to the golf course) do not require any
federal approvals.

However,some ofthe proposedlackson Parthangesare subject to review by federal agencies, notably

the National Park Service (NPS) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Any change that the
City proposes that will reduce recreational use of Jackson Park must be reviewed and approved by the
NPSAdditionally, any roadway project that the City proposes to use feemtafunding for construction
activities is subject to authorization and approval by the FHWA. The FHWA administers the-&iederal
Highway Program which makes available federal fundingtate departments of transportation and

local agencies for roadway projects. Prior to the authorization of feewdalhighway funding for
roadway construction activities, the FHWA must ensure the proposed project meets all federal
requirements and envonmental laws.

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires Federal agencies to take into
account the effects of their undertakings on historic properties and afford the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation (ACHP) a reamiule opportunity to comment. The Section 106 process will
identify, evaluate, and resolve potential impacts to historic properties, which are properties that are
listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Reopstgiven the

same consideration:whether they are actually listed, or eligible for listing on the NRHP. Because NPS
land use approval and FHWA authorization of fedaidl highway funding are considered

Gdzy RSNI I {1 Ay3aé¢ LISNI (K8 SeftibrnOld6\ @ogessmmust beNdlidvddt KPS fagdy a =
FHWA are individually responsible for carrying out their responsibilities under Section 106. NPS and
Cl210Qa NB@GASsa dzyRSNI {SOGA2Yy wmnc F2NJ G§KSANI Ay RSLIS
The Setion 106 process is described in regulations issued by the ACHP located at 36 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) Part 800.

In keeping with its authority, the NRA&ll review the potential impacts arising from the conversion of
current recreational uses,ush as the track and field, due to the Obama Presidential Center and the
/I AGéQa LINRBLRZASR NRIRglLe AYLINROSYSyGao

The FHWA review will evaluate a range of alternatives to meet the identified purpose and need for the
roadway project, and will consider direétdirect, and cumulative impacts of those alternatives before
selecting the preferred alternative. FHWA will assess effects on historic properties from any roadway
improvements that are proposed to be funded with fedea&d highway funds, including diredhdirect,

and cumulative effects.

l RRAGAZ2YLFE NBldZANBYSyGa FLWIJXe G2 cCclz21Qa FO0lhAazy
Transportation Act of 1966, known as Section 4(f), which provides for consideration of park and
recreation lands, wildlife andvaterfowl refuges, and historic sites during transportation project
development. The law, now codified in 49 U.S.C. 8303 and 23 U.S.C. 8138, applies only to the U.S.
Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) and is implemented by the FHWA and the Fedesil Tra
Administration through the regulatioat 23 CFR Part 774 Although the Section 4(f) requiremenare

Draft Historic Properties Identification 1 March 15 2018
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separate from Section 106, determinations made under Section 106 feed into the Section 4(f) evaluation
of feasible and prudent alternatives to a use of historic properties, and measures incorporated to
minimize harm resulting from that use. The Naib Park Service approval actions are not subject to
Section 4(f).

1.1 Historic Architecture/Landscapérea of Potential Effects (APE)

The delineation of the Historic Architecture/Landscape Area of Potential Effects (APE) is one of the first
steps undertaken in the Section 106 process, occurring prior to the identification of histopierties

and assessment of effectBhe APE bound&s were delineated to include the direct and indirect
impacts of potential proposed improvements to Jackson Park and adjacent propevhés.the project
may have potential effects within the neighborhoods on both sides of the lllinois Central RR Miladuct
area east of the viaduct has a greater potential for effects because of proximity. Therefore, two sub
areas of the APE have been developed for the project to differentiate where malepih analysisvas
completed APE Sulirea | is east of the vict, and APE Sutrea Il is west of the viaduct. A map of
each APE suéirea is included id\ppendixA and each sutarea is further described in the following
sections. Updates to the Historic Architecture/Landscape APE as a resaittsoiiting party angublic
input are described in the Executive Summary.

1.1.1 APESubareal (East of Viaduct)

APESubarea lincludesthe limits of Jackson Park as wellose tax parcel along the perimeter of

Jackson Parkrhis sukareaalso extends along Stony Island Avetougd” Place to include potential

effects of anticipated roadway improvements. Effects of roadway improvements are not anticipated to
directly or indirectly impact historic properties beyond this limit.

To accommodate potential improvements for pedestrisnderpasses, the limits of Promontory Point

Park and South Shore Cultural Center Park are included within this APE. Potential indirect visual effects
of the OPC extend the limits beyond one tax parcel within the area bounded§téekt to the south

and the lllinois Central RR to the west.

1.1.2 APESubareall (West of Viaduct)

APE Sutirea Il captures potential indirect visual effects of the OPC site west of the lllinois Central RR up
to one-half mile radius beyond the tallest building proposed for tHeQsite. In addition, the entirety of

the Midway Plaisance is included in APE-&wéa |1 west of the viaduct to capture any direct or indirect
effects within the limits of the National Register listing that covers both Jackson Park and the Midway
Plaisane.

Draft Historic Properties Identification 2 March 15 2018
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2.0 Historic Context Statements

2.1 Parks withinthe Area of Potential Effects

The parkland within thé\rea of Potential Effect®\PE includes Jackson Park and the Midway Plaisance
South Shore Cultural Center, and Promontory Point. All are historic properties with NRHPT$tatus.
APE is discussed in Sectiohand depicted on the exhitstinAppendixA. The nomination forms for

each property ar@vailable on the project website attps://tinyurl.com/JPImprovementsThe

following sections provide historic context of the parks within the APE, including a detailed history of
Jackson Park and the Midway Plaisance.

2.1.1 Jackson Park and the Midway Plaisance

Jackson Park and the Midway Plaisaweee originally part of what was one large landscape known as
South Park. The South Park Commission, established in 1869, created the park, which was composed of
the Eastern Division (later renamed Jackson RP&83 acres, the Midway Plaisanc@0 aces, and the

Western Division (later renamed Washington Pa&j2 acres[Figurel] (Though the three parks were

initially designed as a single sitee landscape that became Washington Park is not within the APE.)

Renowned landscape architect Frederick Law Olms$edreated plans for Jackson Park and the

Midway Plaisance on three separate occasions. In'1871, Olmsted and his then partner\@aivert
prepared the original plan for South Pafkigurel] Olmsted developed the second plan for Jackson

Park and the Midway Plaisance to transform #i into the fairgrounds for the World's Columbian
Exposition of 1893Error! Reference source not fouridhfter the fair, his firm of Olmsted, Olmsted &

Eliot developed the Revised General Plan of 1895, returning Jackson Park and the Midway Plaisance to
parkland.[Figure3]

The South Park Commission (SPC) made additional improvements in the early 20th century, as did the
Chicago Park District (CPD), which formed in 1934. Despite altertttairiargely occurred between
the late 1950s and 1980s, Jackson Park and the Midway Plaisance retain historic integrity.

Draft Historic Properties Identification 3 March 15 2018
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Photo1: Aerial view of Jackson Park looking ndrthv;est from E. 67th Street, 1932, Chicago Park Distdst Reco
Photographs, Special Collections, Chicago Public Library

2.1.1.1 Creation of South Park Commission

Chicago adopted the motto "Urbs in Holidy I [ G Ay LIKNJ} &S YSIFyAy3a a/ AdGe
the City of Chicago first incorporated. Despite the verdant slogan, the fledgling local government had no
policies or procedures for establishing parks. During the 18i60s, Chicago had only aasge collection

of small parks and squares. By this time, Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. had already created magnificent

plans for Central Park and Prospect Park in New York. Many prominent Chicagoans were acquainted

with Olmsted.and his New York work. Aplained inDevelopment of Public Recreation in Metropolitan
Chicagothe city's early financial leaders became passionate advocates for park development in Chicago:

"The city's growth was their obsession, involving not only their personal
fortunes but their personal and public pride. Among them was conceived
the idea of parks for Chicago, larger, more boldly planned, and more
expansively developed than the small holdings which the city was
meagerly maintaining. New York had established Central Pa8bif 1
Brooklyn had its Prospect Park; why should Chicago lag behind the'East?"

Attorney and real estate speculator Paul Cornell (1822pnn v ¢l a 2yS 2F [/ KAOIF3A2Q4
of park development at this time. Cornell had founded the suburban comitsnaf Hyde Park six miles

south of Chicago in the mitiB50s. He believed that a large, wadsigned public park would boost

property values and make his growing village more beautiful and livable. Cornell solicited the support of

! Elizabeth HalseyDevelopment of Public Recreation in Metropolitan Chid&icago Recreation Commission,
1940), 11.
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other civic leaders whehared his vision. These included Jonathon Young Scammonq1892), an

attorney and early Hyde Park resident, and George M. Kimbark, the owner of a successful hardware
O2YLIl ye |yR Kdzaol yR 27F -thdaw.l(Kkinb&rkviouldshidbedaong BeNY St £ Q&
F2dzyRSNBE 2F WAOSNBARSIT LEffAYy2A4Z FInOindmd&NVaux 6§ KS y I
design.) Cornell, Scammon, Kimbark, and other prominent leaders began working together to draft

enabling legislation for a proposed Sh&ide park beginning in 1866.

Two initial drafts of park legislation did not meet with success. Scammon solicited help from his law

partner, Ezra Butler McCagg (182%08), a Chicago park advocate who had a close personal relationship

with Olmsted McCagg had also been working on a similar bill for Lincoln Park. He and the others
FRP20FGAY3 F2NI I {2dziK {ARS LI NJ] O2yFSNNBR gAlGK LI
Each group worked on drafting legislation that would meet the needscanditions of their area.

In early 1869, the South Side parks group submitted their revised act just as the two other bills went
before the State legislature. The State approved all three acts, establishing the South, West, and Lincoln
Park commissions'Although the three park commissions operated independently, the overall goal was

to create a unified park and boulevard system that would encircle Chi¢ago."

After its adoption by the state legislature, the South Park bill still had to be ratifiekddoesidents of

Hyde Park, South Chicago, and Lake Townships. Nearly 10,000 of the 16,597 citizens who patrticipated in
a special election voted in favor of the measure, thus ratifying the bill. The governor then appointed a
board that would have the autrity to oversee the development and maintenance of the proposed

South Park. Paul Cornell was selected as one of the original five board members of théormpedi

South Park Commission (SPC). The approved bill specified the location of what would beEom

1,055acre South Park (Jackson and Washington Parks and Midway Plaisance). The commissioners
sought to-have Olmsted & Vaux design South. Park.

2.1.1.2 Olmsted & Vaux

Recognized today as the "Father of American Landscape Architecture,” Frederick Law Qin($822S
1903) designed many of the nation's premief"i@&ntury parks, boulevards, campuses, and estates.

Born into a New England mercantile family, Olmsted held many positions before he became the
superintendent of New York's.Central Park in 185%. fbHowing year, he and Englislorn architect

Calvert Vaux (18241825) participated in a design competition to lay out Central Park. The jury
selected theilGreensward Plamdeeming it the original plan for Central Park. During the Civil War,
Olmstedbecame the executive secretary of the National Sanitary Commission, an organization devoted

2t A002NAL t2a0 wlyySes 458ai8yaylss§ais s YR IOWhad ! B§ G KSK
and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2000), 46.

% Julia S. Bachraclihe City in a Garden: AHiSt® 2 F / KA Ol 32 Q& (Chitabt) Ceter for\@&igaR 9 RA (i A
Places at Columbia College Chicago, 2012), 9.

* Ibid, 188.
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to improving conditions for the soldiers who fought for the Union Army. After the war, Olmsted & Vaux
designed Prospect Park, and a park system for Buffalo, Mew Y

In 1868, OImsted & Vaux began laying out the town of Riverside, lllinois. When they came to the Chicago

area to work on this major suburban project, there had been talk of having Olmsted and his partner

create original plans for all of the new pagksd boulevards for the city.This never materialized,

however; becausef Chicago's three park systems, only the South Park Commission had the financial

means to hire Olmsted & Vaux. In May of 1869, Olmsted was visiting Chicago while working on the

Riwerside project. Some of the newly appointed SPC board members asked him to tour the proposed

South Park site and make informal design recommendaficfisat October, when Vaux was in town, he

met with Paul Cornell to discuss terms for designing South Bar + | dzE G LINR LI2 aSR (2 R?2
bnnannns FyYyR [ FGSN) a2YS8S KSaAldlrdArg2ys GKS {2dzikK t I NJ

2.1.1.3 Original South Park Plan

ht YaGSRQa RSaAalya 2FGSy G221 FRGEyYydlr3IS 2F GKS dzyaA
thesenaturalqual i A Sa (2 0SS RAA&AFRGIyGlI3aISad 0¢2RIe&x a0OK2f | N
2F ht YaliSRQa 3IFdARAYAKEPAKRAYa LBRyDAEKGER (KS yI {dzN
he was extremely discouraged. In fact, he later wrotea '$€arch had been made for the least phkie

ground within miles of the city, nothing better meeting the requirement could have been fouifithe

site was composed of the marshy 588re Eastern or Lower Division fronting onto Lake Michigan (later

known as Jackson Park), a&€re strip that would become the Midway Plaisance, and the&#2

Western or Upper Division, a largely flat area (Washington Park).

In the written report that accompanied Olmsted & Vaux'gyoral South ParRlan[Figurel], the

landscape designers explained that the most "obvious defect of the site" was "that of its flathdast"

GKSe& YIylr3asSrR (G2 G11S LRIy (GlF3aS 2F (KAa (2L IANFLKES
AYyiSNBaGée¢ (KRG aK2dzZ R 6S LINI 2F GGKS LIN] 2F lye
2LISy S FNBS | yR™Iwdoy gretrexpensd KhieWsuggestSd\tBibEan expansive open

meadow or greensward should be a primary feature of the Western Division (Washington Park). This

South Open Green, approximately 150 acres in size, would accommodate baseball and other games and
provideap I OS B KSNB &aKSSL) O2dzf R NRIY FTNESte (2 aSyKIl yc(

®Victoria Post Ranne@)imsted in ChicagiChicago: R.R. Donnelly & Sons, 1972), 16.

® Daniel BluestoneConstructing Chicagdlew Haven: Yale University Press) 1991, 39.

"Ranney, 1972, 26.

8/ KFE NI S&a 90 . SWISNA RESES A VA IERS2NES¢ bltaGAzyFt 1 a2a20Al
http://www.olmsted.org/the-olmstedlegacy/olmstedtheory-and-designprinciples/olmstedhis-essentiaitheory.

® Frederick Law Olmsted. "The Landscape Architecture of the World's Columbian Expdsitorl "Architect?2,

no. 2 (September 1893), 19.

% Olmsted, Vaux & Co., Landscape ArchiteBsport Accompanying Plan for Laying Out the South Batkh

Park Commission (Chicago,1871), 9

“bid, 14.

Pwdzt Al { YARSNXEY . FOKN} OKSE bl GARYNN WBNAZAKGSKAZTG2YNatiRhe
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Olmsted found the Eastern Division area particularly "forbidding," with sand bars that had formed in the
f11S2 6233& a¢ltSas | yR NRAHE §dihovderdnnidtRakeé A 1 K bHh@S3S
aAOKAAlLY |a GKS aAadSya aNBrdisSad FRGFrydlFr3aSo 1S +y
scenery near Chicago of special grandeur or sublimity, and that, the lake, can be made by artificial

YSIya y2 Y2NB FNhe/tRlie@dthahiddamatid wessdEthe lake would make up for

0KS aAGSQa 20KSNJ RSFAOAGax: adldAy3a GKS afl 1S Yleéx
FoaSyOS 2F adzofAYS 2NJ BEIAOGdzNBaljdzS St S@lriaAz2ya 27F f

]

Photo2: Jackson Park Unfinished Lagoon, Looking East, July 1891, Chicago Public Library, Special Collections, WCE
CDA 1.1. Photograph by C.D. Arnold

Having such reverence for Lake Michigan, Olmsted & Vaux determined that water should provide the
unifying theme foithe South ParlPlan. They envisioned an intricate series of lagoons with lushly

planted banks that would encompass approximately-timied of the Eastern Division (Jackson Park). As

the waterways linked with Lake Michigan, the lagoon system would bé fioleboating. At the west

side of the lagoons along the Eastern Division (Jackson Park), Olmsted & Vaux planned a circular turning
basin to connect with a grand canal that would flow through the center of the Midway Plaisance. The
canal would then linkd a small lagoon, referred to as the Mere, at the Western Division (Washington
Park). [Figurel]

Olmsted& Vaux generally called the three interlinking waterways the Upper Plaisance (lagoons in
Jackson Park), Midway Plaisance, and Lower Plaisance (Mere in Washingtoif iayldescribed these

(US Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 2004), Section 8, 3.
13 Frederick Law Olmsted. "The Landscape Architecture of the World's Columbian Exposition," 19.
Olmsted, Vaux & Co., Landscape ArchiteReport Accomgnying Plan for Laying Out the South Pak,
15 |

Ibid.
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a4 SyOft2aSR | NBI & GKI &Thé enpeftdhe o atingdzd tBefprogogetl @ 6 & R &
AYGSNIAY1AY3 61 GSNBlF&a A& ljdaidS Ot SIN® ¥KS 62NR

2.1.1.4 Delays in Implementing the South Park Plan

Olmsted & Vaux submitted the South Park Plan and accompanying report to thet8@@&arly spring

of 1871. That October, much of Chicago was devastated by the Great Fire. The site for South Park was
outside of the fire district, however, the Commission's downtown office burned down. Among the

destroyed documents was a "nearly comgl assessment roll, which was to assign holders of property

I R2F OSyid G2 GKS LI N¥Pragiss fo Mipravié SoNtS Paskas susiiemdid adizlb (G & @ é
SyLX 2eSSa SEOSLI F avlt® LREAOS F2NOS ¢SNBE RA&AOKL

As the city began recovering frofime destruction of the fire between the early and rii870s, the SPC

slowly began improving the Western Division of South Ratkshington Park)Problems in acquiring

much of the land for the Eastern Division caused additional delays in improvingdtiens In 1875,

while largely focused on improvements in the Western Division, the SPC began some initial work on the
Eastern Division (Jackson Park). This included grading and sodding the northernmost part of the park,

and excavating an oblong lake thead two major components, and was thus called Twin Lakes.

[ 20FGSR Ift2y3 (GKS LI Nl Qa yY2NIKgSad LISNAYSGSNE (KS
crossing from Fifseventha (G NB S G B {'hie NwinyLékBsdaad bridge are no longer mixta

'® Olmsted, Vaux & Co., Landscape Architéeeport Accompanying Plan for Laying Out the South B@rk,
" Collins Dictionanyhttp://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/frenckenglish/plaisance
'8 Victoria Post Ranne®Imsted in Chicag®2
19 |4
Ibid.
% South Park CommissioneReport of the South Park Commissioners to the Board of the County Commissioners of
Cook Gunty From Decembef'11874, to December11875(Chicago, 1875), 13.
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- s -

Photo3: View of Twin Lakes (at northwest perimeter of Jackson Rarlonger extant ca. 1890, Chicago History
Museum iChR294

2.1.1.5 Earliest Improvements and Renaming

During the late 1870s; work continued at the northernmost part of the Eastern Division. Lawns were
seeded and trees planted. Crushed stone paths were laid, and the first stretch of what would become
Lake Shore Drive constructed. During the winter, whenTivin Lakes froze, ice skating was permitted
on the frozen water areas.

By 1879, a small meadow stretched along the far north end of the park, and the SPC excavated to create
another artificial lake just south of that meadow. (This water feature wtailt become the Columbia

Basin which remains today This waterway had a simple, irregularly shaped configuration, with sand
along its northern'end, and mowed lawn at the surrounding edgésthe centertwo islands had rocky
edges.

In April of 1880, architects Burnham & Root prepared plans for a bridge to extend across the southern
end of the artificial lake. This structure, originally called@wéumbia Drive Bridge (also known early on
as theEast Bridgg is nownamedthe Clareice Darrow BridggThebridge wafficiallyrenamed in

honor ofrenowned Chicago attorne@larence Darrown 1957 because his ashes had beeattered

into the lagoon from this bridge when he died.)

2 Map Showing Progress Made in the Improvement of the Eastern Division of Soyth88frk
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Daniel Hudson Burnham (184@.912) and John WellborroBt (1850¢ 1891) had met in the office of

Carter, Drake & Wight and formed their own firm in 1873. Two years later, Burnham & Root received a
O2YYAaaArzy G2 RSaA3day I tNIANRS ! @SydzS YIyarzy 7F2N
Yards. Burnhami St Ay 2@0S A0GK YR YFENNASR { KSNXYIyQa RI .
member of the South Park Board of Commissioners in 1878. Shortly thereafter, Burnham & Root began
receiving substantial South Park work including a fountain and phaeton depatloma®d Boulevard

(no longer extantj?

On June 1, 1880, the SPC awarded contracts for the construction of Burnhe2hRQofurbia Drive

(Eas) Bridge. Howard & Fox served as the general contractor. Jacob Furst received the contract for the

cut stone, ad L.B. Boomer contracted for the ironwdrkln a report at the end of that year, the
O2YYAaaArz2ySNa adlFdiSR dKIFd GKS avyz2ald AYLRNIFYyG 62N
2F ad2yS YR ANRY I ONP“a(Eoday e bridgdyis brify stiidie& forlpdtditiml T A OA | €
replacement under a separate FHWA undertaking.)

Photo4: View of East @umbia Drive Bridge, 1895, Olmsted Archives Collection, Frederick Law Olmsted National
Historic Site

In the fallof 1880, the SPC passed a resolution that asked the public for suggestions to give names to the
GLI Ny & y2g O2YYzyfe OF tf SROMBuarg 1, 861, theyWestetnS a (i NI & LJ

ZWdzf Al {® . F OKN} OK=E a5FyASE | & . dzNYKFEY FyR / KAOF3I2Q4a t|
http://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/assets/1/23/burnham.pdf

Blr2dziKk tFN] /2YYAd4aA2YyS daAydziSa 2F GKS {2dziK tFN] /2Y°
?*South Park ComissionersReport of the South Park Commissioners to the Board of the County Commissioners of

Cook County From DecembérlB79, to December®11880(Chicago, 1880), 8.

Bl2dziK tFN] /2YYAaarzys daAydziSa 2F GKS {2dz2iK tFN] /2Y"

Draft Historic Properties Identification 10 March 15 2018


http://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/assets/1/23/burnham.pdf

Federal Undertakings In and Adjacent to Jackson P.

Division was named for George Washington and the Eastern Diwa®nfficially renamed Jackson
Park, for Andrew Jackson, eleventh president of the United States.

{2dziK { ARSNR &a22y Sye22@&SR WHF01az2y tIN]Qa AYLNROSR
north meadow. Boating was offered in the artificialdakin summer, and both waterways were used for
ice skating during the wintertime.

By the early 1880s, lakeshore erosion was already a problem. The SPC built a breakwater and created an
area of paved beach along Lake Michigan from 56th to 59th stlestgeen 1882 and 1884. The granite
pavers were extended southward to 61st Street between 1888 and 1890. During the late 1880s and

early 1890s, the long stretch of paved beach became a popular promenade space for strolling and
bicycling. (Remnants of the pad beach remain today.)

Photo5Y . dzZNJ/ K

FY 3 w2 2§ Qddiowk Bulldingny longer ekdan, £aK19T0.(CBidaboPark
District Records: Photographs, Special Collections, Chicago Public Library
ht Yad SR 871 Plandete déuded a few buildings such as a belvedere tower near the edge of
Lake Michigan and a shelter east of the north mead@We belvedere was never realizejFigurel] As
the SPC continued making modest improvements in the late 1880s, they erected two rusticated cut
limestone buildings in Jackson Park. One was a BurnhBoo&designed shelter at 56th Street near
the lake, in the same general location as had been earmarked on the Plan. This structure provided space
F2NJ RFYyOSa IyR LI NIASE Ay GKS adzYYSNIAYS® 65dzNRAy 3
pavilion for the State of lowa. This2 f R L 2 & s no. lagjerf eRdnt) The secolimlestone
building was a comfort station located east of the artificial lake that wbeltbme known a€olumbia
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Basin. This small Gothic Revival style structure wak ofigg f f @ RS & O NI 62SR5 (il &% 2rNJ of 4 RIAS
Criginal plans have never been found for the small bathroom buildiogveverthe design of the

building can be attributed to Burnham & Root. Although the Jackson Park siudténwa Buildingwas

later demolishedthe 1888 comfort station remains in its original locatemthe oldest building in

Jackson Park

2.1.1.6 World's Columbian Exposition

In 1890, Chicago won the honor of hosting the World's Columbian Exposition. Frederick Law Olmsted
was asked to helselect the site for the fairgrounds. He recommended Jackson Park for twoidiner
reasons. First, Lake Michigan would serve as the backdropfor the fairgrounds, and second, much of the
site remained unfinished antherefore, fair construction wouldnly destroy minimal finished parkland.
Together, consulting landscape architects Olmstesl associate Henry Codman, and architects

Burnham and Root prepared a general layout for the fairgrounds at Jackson Park and the Midway
Plaisance. In a paper reaal the World's Congress of Architects, which met in Chicago several months
after the official opening of the exposition, Olmsted described their scheme for the fair. As had been the
case with the original South Park Plan, water served as the guiding tloertiefdesign of the
fairgrounds[Eror! Reference source-not fourid.

Olmsted explained that the four leading designers worked"awd crudeplot, on a large
a0lftSx¢ IyR (GKIFIG aiKS gK2fS aOKSYS gFa NILARf& RN
provide the details of how the use of water shaped the design:

G¢KS LI 20X F2NX¥SR AY GKS YIYyYySNI RSAONAROGSRI 02y
features of design: That there should be a great architectural court with a body of

water therein; that this court should serve as a suitably dignified and impressive

entrancehall to the Expasition, and that visitors arriving by train or boat should all

pass hrough it; that there should be a formal canal leading northward from this

court to a series of broader waters of a lagoon character, by which nearly the entire

site would be penetrated, so that the principal Exposition buildings would each have

a water agwvell as land frontage, and would be approachable by boafs...."

6 South Park CommissioneReport of the South Park Commissioners to the Board of the County Commissioners of

Cook County From Decembér1B87, toDecember 11888(Chicago, 1888), 7.

“hf YAGSRS CNBRSNRO]l [F6d HeKS [ yR&O LISInant&dhited,S Ol dzZNB 2 °
1893,vol. 22, no. 2, 121.
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PhotoY 2 2 NI RQ& / 2t dzY o A | y with StaikeffRepulfligoking\dest1il 894Vihilelth y 2 NJ
original statue is no longer extant, a smaller, commesative 1918 version remains in Jackson P&kitago
Public Library, Special Collections, WCE CDA 2_5. Photograph by C.D. Arnold

John Wellborn Root died of pneumonia in January of 1891. His sudden death was terrible for Burnham,
w22 0Q4& RS Nihess\hriBer. But plafifiing rdthe fair had to move forward, so Burnham took
on the role of Director of Waorks.

A team of nationallyrenowned architects and artists designed the buildings and sculptures of the fair.
Most were rendered in a neoclassictyle and painted white to further unify the fairgrounds. Meant to
be temporary all. of the major fair buildings and sculptures were made of a type of plaster known as
staff. Because of the large number of white classical buildings, the fairgrouraimédmown as the
White City.

As conceived earlier by the design team, the Court of Honor was aeldgied basin flanked by
monumentallyscaled Beaux Arts style buildingSrror! Reference source not foujd:his area served

as a major focal point for the fairgrounds. Daniel Chester FreBthtae of the Republatood at the

eastern end with her back facing Lake Michigan. (This original temporary sculpture stood wgtdy

the 63° Street Bathing Pavilion is located today.) The female figure, gilded except for the arms and face,
which were white, held a staff in one hand and a globe and eagle in the other. The origioat &3l
sculpture stood on a 4ot tall pedestal, making it second in height only to tB&atue of Liberty

CFANJ LX FYYSNE KFR RSOARSR GKIFG | KAIKEAIKG 2F GKS
meantto educate fairgoers on ethnography and human development. As explained IBntiyopedia
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